
Draft of Quarantine Requirements for the 
Importation of Artificially-processed Soils 

1. The importation of artificially-processed soils shall be 
regulated pursuant to the Plant Protection and Quarantine 
Act and its enforcement rules. In addition, it must be in 
compliance with the following requirements. 

2. Artificially-processed soils in this quarantine 
requirements are defined as products manufactured by 
using soils as raw materials and processed under high 
temperature (with core temperature higher than 200°C 
and heating time lasting more than 30 minutes) and with 
pests of concern being completely eliminated. 

    Artificially-processed soils are prohibited from 
importation if the processing temperature or heating time 
of the soils fails to comply with the regulations 
mentioned above. 

    If the artificially-processed soils are treated in which 
the core temperature is higher than 800°C and 
accompanied with processing certificates, they are not 
designated as regulated articles and are exempt from 
quarantine inspections at the-point-of-entry. 

3. Importation of artificially-processed soils must comply 
with the following requirements: 

(1)  The products must be free from pests, soils, seeds or 
plant residues. 

(2)  The products must be accompanied with a 
phytosanitary certificate (PC) issued by the National 
Plant Protection Organization (NPPO) of exporting 
countries. The PC must state that the processing 
temperature, heating time, as well as the name and 



address of the manufacturer. In addition, the 
processing certificates issued by the original 
manufacturer must be attached to PCs, which state the 
correct name of the product, the name and the address 
of the manufacturer, and the processing procedures 
for the product.  

(3)  Each packaging unit of products must be marked with 
the name of the product, the manufacturer, the 
processing temperature, and heating time. Moreover, 
all of the information must be consistent with the PC 
and the processing certificate issued by the exporting 
country. 

4. Measures in case of Non-compliance for imported 
artificially-processed soils: 

(1)  Products contaminated with pests, seeds, soil or plant 
residues are prohibited to be imported. 

(2)  If the PC issued by the plant quarantine authority of 
the exporting country or the processing certificate 
issued by the original manufacturer is not 
accompanied, or if the items stated in the submitted 
documents fail to conform to the requirements 
mentioned in Point 2 and Point 3, the Plant 
Quarantine Authority shall request the importer to 
provide the correct relevant information within a 
prescribed time limit. If the importer fails to make the 
amendment within a prescribed time limit or cannot 
make the amendment, the product shall be returned or 
destroyed. 

(3)  The products are prohibited to be imported if the 
marks of each packaging unit of the product fail to 
conform to the content of the PC. 


